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BACKGROUND

For our children to be ready to go to school, our area needs to be ready to prepare children for success.
Based on discussions with area educators, United Way believes the best way to prepare children for success
is to begin early. We understand that quality early learning increases success in school, graduation rates,
workforce readiness, job productivity and community engagement. United Way of Youngstown and the
Mahoning Valley is committed to devoting resources to programs that give children the best opportunity to
be successful in Kindergarten and beyond.

Success By 6°

Success By 6 is a framework developed by United Way of America to support local efforts to improve
kindergarten readiness. Our United Way will provide Pre-Kindergarten Summer Intervention Programs for
children who need a little extra help to be ready to enter kindergarten in the fall; and make sure children
have health insurance and are ready to read when they start school.

As part of a broader, more comprehensive program to address the needs of children in our community,
United Way of Youngstown and Mahoning Valley will introduce a summer program for Pre-Kindergarten
children.

The model will vary by district but will most likely include use of the June to August timeframe and include
students who display one or more of the following barriers to success in school:

A No Preschool experience
A Limited amount of Preschool experience
A Student exhibiting “red flags” during kindergarten registration
A Inability to separate from family
A Poor social interaction
A Inability to follow simple directions
A Reports by family members of problems with preschool skills
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