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St. Patrick’s Day: 
 

 
 

It seems that on March 17th everyone becomes Irish. But who was St. Patrick and why 
such a big celebration? The person who was to become St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland, 

was born in Wales about AD 385. His given name was Maewyn, and he almost didn't get the job 

of bishop of Ireland because he lacked the required education. Far from being a saint, until he 

was 16, Maewyn considered himself a pagan. At that age, he was sold into slavery by a group of 

Irish marauders that raided his village. It was during his captivity, that he became closer to God. 

He escaped from slavery after six years and went to Gaul where he studied in the monastery 

under St. Germain, bishop of Auxerre for a period of twelve years. During his training he 

became convinced that his calling in life was to convert the pagans to Christianity. His wishes 

were to return to Ireland, to convert the native pagans to Christianity. But his superiors instead 

appointed St. Palladius. But two years later, Palladius transferred to Scotland. Patrick, having 

adopted that Christian name earlier, was then appointed as second bishop to Ireland. Patrick was 

quite successful at winning converts. And this fact upset the Celtic Druids. Patrick was arrested 

several times, but escaped each time. He traveled throughout Ireland, establishing monasteries 

across the country. He also set up schools and churches which would aid him in his conversion 

of the Irish country to Christianity. His mission in Ireland lasted for thirty years. After that time, 

Patrick retired to County Down. He died on March 17 in AD 461. That day has been 

commemorated as St. Patrick's Day ever since.  

Much Irish folklore surrounds St. Patrick's Day. Not much of it is actually substantiated.  

Some of this lore includes the belief that Patrick raised people from the dead. He also is said to 

have given a sermon from a hilltop that drove all the snakes from Ireland. Of course, no snakes 

were ever native to Ireland, and some people think this is a metaphor for the conversion of the 

pagans. Though originally just a holy day, St. Patrick's Day has evolved into more of a secular 

holiday. One traditional icon of the day is the shamrock. And this stems from a more bona fide 

Irish tale that tells how Patrick used the three-leafed shamrock to explain the Trinity. He used it 

in his sermons to represent how the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit could all exist as 

separate elements of the same entity. His followers adopted the custom of wearing a shamrock 

on his feast day.  



The St. Patrick's Day custom came to America in 1737. That was the first year St. Patrick's Day 

was publicly celebrated in this country, in Boston. Today, people celebrate the day with parades, 

wearing of the green, and drinking beer. One reason St. Patrick's Day might have become so 

popular is that it takes place just a few days before the first day of spring. One might say it has 

become the first green of spring. I hope you all have a very good St. Patrick’s Day and Have a 

green beer for me. 

 
 

Free Tax Preparation and Electronic Filing Sites 

 

 All sites are staffed by volunteers who have been 
trained and certified by the IRS.  

 Volunteers will also provide counseling on eligibility for 
the Earned Income Tax Credit.  If you earned less than 
$41,646, find out if you qualify at www.irs.gov/eitc or            
call 1-800-TAX-1040.  

 In most cases, appointments are required. Please call 
in advance for an appointment time.  

 What to bring: 
V Valid driverôs license or photo identification (self & spouse, if applicable) 
V Social Security cards for taxpayer and all dependents 
V Birthdates for you, your spouse and dependents 
V A copy of last yearôs tax return (tax year 2007) 
V Proof of 2008 stimulus payment (amount received or IRS notice) 
V Record of 2008 real estate property taxes paid/receipt, regardless of IRS 

itemization 
V Bank routing numbers and account numbers for direct deposit 
V Total paid for day care and day-care providerôs Tax ID Number 
V Everything that pertains to 2008 taxes: 

 All applicable forms 
 W-2s 
 1099s 
 Social Security, unemployment or other benefit statements 
 Information for other income, interest and dividend statements 
 Information, receipts or documentation for all deductions/credits 

V If filing joint returns electronically, both spouses must be present to sign 
forms. 

 
 

Mahoning-Youngstown Community Action Partnership (MYCAP) 
101 Federal Plaza East, Suite 200, Youngstown, OH 44503  

Appointments are required except for Super Saturday (Feb. 7 from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m.).  Call 330-747-7921, ext. 1183 for appointments. 

 
Tuesdays 

Feb.10 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 



Feb. 17 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Feb. 24 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
March 3 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
March 10 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

 
Thursdays 

Feb. 12 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Feb. 19 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Feb. 26 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
March 5 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
March 12 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

 
Saturdays 

Super Saturday, Feb. 7 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Feb. 21 from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Feb. 28 from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
March 7 from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

 
 

Youngstown State University 
Williamson College of Business Administration – Fourth Floor 

(At the corner of Lincoln and Phelps next to Campus Book and Supply) 

Although walk-ins are welcome, appointments are preferred. 
Call 330-941-2507 for appointments. 

 
Monday 

Feb. 23 from 9 a.m. to Noon 
 

Wednesday 
March 11 from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

 
Thursday 

Feb. 12 from 3:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
 

Saturdays 
Super Saturday, Feb. 7 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Feb. 14 & 21; March 7, 21 & 28; and April 4 from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
 
 

Public Library of Youngstown & Mahoning County 
Austintown Branch, 600 S. Raccoon Rd., Youngstown, OH 44515 
Boardman Branch, 7680 Glenwood Ave., Youngstown, OH 44512 

Canfield Branch, 43 W. Main St., Canfield, OH 44406 
Struthers Branch, 95 Poland Ave., Struthers, OH 44471 

 
Youngstown Senior Citizen Center 

1110 Fifth Ave., Youngstown, Ohio 44505 



 
Columbiana County Office on Aging 

785 E. State St., Salem, OH 44460 

Tax counseling and preparation is provided by AARP volunteers who have been 
trained and certified by the IRS. Dates and times vary by location. 

Appointments are required (contact information varies by location; see below). 
 

Austintown Branch Library 
Wednesdays Feb. 1 to April 15 from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Call 330-793-0579  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays for appointments. 
 

Boardman Branch Library 
Tuesdays Feb. 1 to April 15 from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Call 330-726-2492  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays for appointments. 
 

Canfield Branch Library 
Wednesdays Feb. 1 to April 15 from 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Call 330-533-8420  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays for appointments. 
 

Struthers Branch Library 
Tuesdays Feb. 1 to April 15 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Call 330-726-2492  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays for appointments. 
 

Youngstown Senior Citizen Center 
Mondays and Fridays Feb. 1 to April 15 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Call 330-744-5071  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays for appointments. 
 

Columbiana County Office on Aging 
Tuesdays and Thursdays Feb. 1 to April 15 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Call 330-332-1163  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays for appointments. 

 
 
 
 

Brought to you by the Mahoning Valley Economic Opportunity Coalition Partners: 
American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) Ā America Saves Ā Home Savings and 
Loan Ā Internal Revenue Service Ā Mahoning County Legal Aid Ā Mahoning-Youngstown 
Community Action Partnership (MYCAP) Ā Public Library of Youngstown & Mahoning 
County Ā Volunteer Services Agency Ā Youngstown State University Williamson College 

of Business Administration Ā  
Youngstown/Mahoning Valley United Way and The AFL-CIO Community Service 

Committee 
 
Please note that we are active partners in the above effort so all union members can take 
advantage especially if laid off. There are very few opportunities left this month for free tax 
help. Please get the word to your members so they can get help if they need it. Also suggest 
they stay away from the instant refund places because they are going to pay for a loan they 



probably donõt need. Filing electronically, they will get a full refund usually within eight (8) 
days.  
 
 

Coat Drive: 
 

 
 
UCAN (Union Counselors) members Don Gaudio and Rabb Marinelli handle some of the 
coats during our recent Button Up Coat Drive. 1700 coats were collected, cleaned and 
distributed to the needy the Mahoning Valley this year. In addition, over 200 blankets were 
purchased through the efforts of our union members for children forced into shelters. The 
blankets were donated so the children would be able to take them with them when they 
were able to leave the shelters. We also stepped forward to purchase some coats and shoes 
for children who had outgrown them shoes during the winter and we had none donated 
their size. The shoes we bought were for kids whose shoes were splitting apart. These 
children were unable to go outside during recess at school but through our efforts can now 
engage with other children in play. To everyone who helped in this project, our sincere 
thanks. 
 

Shoe Box Project: 
 
We are collecting personal hygiene items for the homeless, unemployed and needy in the 
community. The items will be prepared for distribution as part of the United Way Youth 
Day of Caring. The Tamarkin Company has agreed to match dollar for dollar the donations 
made by their Teamster employees. They warehouse for Giant Eagle Supermarkets and 
have gotten Giant Eagle to agree to provide any excess and damaged personal hygiene 
items to us for the shoebox project.  Once the shoeboxes are separated, The Second Harvest 
has agreed to distribute to all the Food Banks in the area. We want all items in by April 15th 
so we can pack them for distribution on April 25th. 
 



 

Union Community Network Classes:  

 
UCAN Classes are set to begin on April 15th and will run for eight weeks through May 16, 
2009 at The Girard Multi-Generational Center. Please get your enrollment forms in as soon 
as possible. 
 

Recognizing One of Our Own: 
 

 
 

Anthony (Tony) Di Thomaso, a member of Carpenters Local 171, is recognized by The 
AFL-CIO Union Community Activists of Mahoning and Trumbull County for his service 
this past year. Mike was involved in the construction of wheel chair ramps in both counties 
this past year. He was also active in donating time to United Way, Help Hotline and 
Salvation Army as well as the union coat drive. As a group, the Union members donated 
over 800 hours to various non-profit and other projects in the two counties this past year. 
Since the media could not get his name correct, I wanted to recognize him here.  

 
Spaghetti Dinner: 
 
At our annual Lena, Mason, Christian Spaghetti dinner held at USW Local 2155 hall on 
February 7th we raised a little over $6000.00 to support the needy children of our Valley. We 
are planning the book bag give away for August 29th. More information will be forthcoming 
as the event draws closer. For now mark your calendar because we helped 275 kids last year 
get ready for school. With the economy the way it is, we expect more kids will need our help 
this year. 
 
 
 



                              
 
JoAnn Johntony, State President of                                     J. D. Williams, Member of Airlines Pilot  
OAPSE served salads.                                                         Association and a member of our UCAN, 

                                                                                    Brought his flight crew from the USAF 
       Base to the dinner. J. D. is shown here with  
       Cindy Michaels and JoAnn Johntony. 

    
 
Don Gaudio, retired AFL-CIO Labor Liaison        Although things seemed hectic at times, every- 
and Bill Padisak, President of the Mahoning           one pitched in and help make the dinner a  
Trumbull County Labor Council helped serve.       success. 
 
 
 

OõCharleyõs Bass Classic:  
 
Every year we help the United of Youngstown and the Mahoning Valley with their Bass 
Classic. This year the event will back at Evans and Pine Lake, the construction being 
completed. This year the event will kick off with a mixer on Thursday, May 28, at 
OõCharleyõs parking lot. UCAN volunteers will be the guests of the United Way. You need 
to plan on being at the lakes Saturday May 30th bright and early. This year we are planning 
different events to involve kids more. We also expect Joe Thomas, All-pro lineman from the 
Cleveland Browns, to be there. This event was featured on Sports Time Ohio last year and 
they will be taping to include it in this yearõs programming also. Needless to say not only 



are we getting kids involved in the outdoors but it is also a big fun-raiser for our United 
Way.  Just so you know here is the link to the website for the United Way for this event. 
http://www.ymvunitedway.org/bassclassic.aspx 
 

Phantom Game: 
 
Finally, we have a fundraising opportunity next Friday, March 13th with the Mahoning 
Valley Phantoms.  The United Way is selling tickets for their home game and will receive 
50% of the sales.  A ticket order form with all of the details is attached.  Please help us 
spread the word!  In order to receive the 50%, United Way must sell the tickets.  We are also 
working out details to receive a percentage of the 50/50 that night and possibly have a raffle 
at our United Way table inside the main doors. The ticket order form is the final item of the 
newsletter so you can print it out if you want. It will be a great night out for your family 
knowing while you are having fun, you are also helping the needy of the Valley through our 
United Way. 

 
Blood Drive: 
 
We are planning a Red Cross Blood Drive for June 15th here at the United Way office. Please 
plan on giving the gift of life to someone. More information as we get this finalized.  

  
Mark Your Calendar: 
 

 Mahoning Valley Phantom/United Way Game March 13th 

 Youth Day of Caring      April 25th 

 United Way Annual Meeting     May 7th 

 NALC Food Drive       May 9th 

 United Way Spaghetti Dinner @ Mt. Carmel  May 17th 

 OõCharleyõs Bass Classic      May 28th 
May 30th  

 Book Bag Give Away      August 29th 
 
 
 
 
Committee Calendar:   
 
March 25th 9:00am is our next scheduled meeting at the United Way office. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TICKET ORDER FORM 

 

Name               

Company               

Address              

City         State      Zip    

Phone         Email Address     

Please indicate the number of tickets: 

____ ticket(s) @ $8.50 each (Phantom Phan Purple Seats)  = ______ 

____ ticket(s) @ $10.50 each (Phantom Phan Orange Seats)  = ______ 

____ ticket(s) @ $12.50 each (On-the-Ice Blue Seats)   = ______ 

       TOTAL    ______ 

Payment: 

_____ Check made payable to Youngstown/Mahoning Valley United Way 

_____ Please charge to the following credit card: 

Ä  Visa Ä  Mastercard  Ä  American Express 

Account Number          Expiration Date   

Signature             

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!   
50% of your total will benefit the United Way of Youngstown and the Mahoning Valley.   

Please call the United Way at 330.746.8494 to arrange for pick-up/delivery of your tickets. 

Score a goal for our United Way! 

Mahoning Valley Phantoms 
vs. Traverse City North Stars 

Friday, March 13, 2009  
Game Time: 7:15 p.m.  

Chevrolet Centre 

Tickets start at $8.50 
and are available at the 

United Way office: 
255 Watt Street 

Youngstown, OH 44505 
8:30 a.m. - 4:45 p.m. 

Weekdays 

 

50% 

of each ticket 
goes to 

United Way 


