AFL-CIO Community Service Committee News
February 2009

February Is Black History Month

Awarded the 1964 Nobel Peace Prize

Martin Luther King, Jr., (January 15, 1929-April 4, 1968) was born
Michael Luther King, Jr., but later had his name changed to Martin. His grandfather began the
family's long tenure as pastors of the Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, serving from 1914 to
1931, his father has served from then until the present, and from 1960 until his death Martin
Luther acted as co-pastor. Martin Luther attended segregated public schools in Georgia,
graduating from high school at the age of fifteen; he received the B. A. degree in 1948 from
Morehouse College, a distinguished Negro institution of Atlanta from which both his father and
grandfather had graduated. After three years of theological study at Crozer Theological Seminary
in Pennsylvania where he was elected president of a predominantly white senior class, he was
awarded the B.D. in 1951. With a fellowship won at Crozer, he enrolled in graduate studies at
Boston University, completing his residence for the doctorate in 1953 and receiving the degree in
1955. In Boston, he met and married Coretta Scott, a young woman of uncommon intellectual
and artistic attainments. Two sons and two daughters were born into the family.

In 1954, Martin Luther King accepted the pastoral of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in
Montgomery, Alabama. Always a strong worker for civil rights for members of his race, King
was, by this time, a member of the executive committee of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People, the leading organization of its kind in the nation. He was ready,
then, early in December 1955, to accept the leadership of the first great Negro nonviolent
demonstration of contemporary times in the United States, the bus boycott described by Gunnar
Jahn in his presentation speech in honor of the laureate. The boycott lasted 382 days. On
December 21, 1956, after the Supreme Court of the United States had declared unconstitutional
the laws requiring segregation on buses, Negroes and whites rode the buses as equals. During
these days of boycott, King was arrested, his home was bombed, he was subjected to personal
abuse, but at the same time he emerged as a Negro leader of the first rank.

In 1957, he was elected president of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, an
organization formed to provide new leadership for the now burgeoning civil rights movement.
The ideals for this organization he took from Christianity; its operational techniques from
Gandhi. In the eleven-year period between 1957 and 1968, King traveled over six million miles



and spoke over twenty-five hundred times, appearing wherever there was injustice, protest, and
action; and meanwhile he wrote five books as well as numerous articles. In these years, he led a
massive protest in Birmingham, Alabama, that caught the attention of the entire world, providing
what he called a coalition of conscience, and inspiring his "Letter from a Birmingham Jail", a
manifesto of the Negro revolution; he planned the drives in Alabama for the registration of
Negroes as voters; he directed the peaceful march on Washington, D.C., of 250,000 people to
whom he delivered his address, "l Have a Dream”,

In addition, Dr. King campaigned for President Lyndon B. Johnson; he was arrested upwards of
twenty times and assaulted at least four times; he was awarded five honorary degrees; was
named Man of the Year by Time magazine in 1963; and became not only the symbolic leader of
American blacks but also a world figure.

At the age of thirty-five, Martin Luther King, Jr., was the youngest man to have received the
Nobel Peace Prize. When notified of his selection, he announced that he would turn over the
prize money of $54,123 to the furtherance of the civil rights movement.

On the evening of April 4, 1968, while standing on the balcony of his motel room in Memphis,
Tennessee, where he was to lead a protest march in sympathy with striking union garbage
workers of that city, he was assassinated. A loss our nation will long remember. A lesson we
should never forget.

America is built on the foundation of Diversity, Freedom, and the Respect of Working
Families.

Tax Time and Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) 2008

Give your family’s paycheck a needed boost. Claim your Earned Income Tax Credit!
Strange as it may seem, the IRS could give you and your family additional money back. Yes!
The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is a special tax benefit only for people who work full or
part-time. If you qualify, you will owe less in taxes and you may get cash back. Even if you do
not owe income tax, you can get the EITC. However, you must file a tax return. Even workers
who are not raising children can get the EITC!

You can get the Earned Income Tax Credit by Filing a Federal Tax Return

If you were raising children in your home in 2008: File Form 1040 or 1040A and attach the
Schedule EITC forum. Boost your take-home pay! You may be able to get part of next year’s
EITC in advance on your paycheck. Ask about Advance EITC. Get form W-5 from your
employer or call 1-800-TAX-FORM.

If you were not raising children in your home in 2008: File Form 1040, 1040A or 1040EZ. You
do not need to file Schedule EITC. Avoid Refund Delays! Be sure to provide the correct name
and Social Security number for each person listed on your tax return.



Questions & Answers about the Earned Income Tax Credit

1. What if I don’t know how to file a tax return?
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) can help you at no-cost! VITA, an IRS
program, helps people fill out their tax forms free. VITA sites are open from late
January through April 15. Many VITA sites have electronic filing for faster refunds. To
find the VITA site near you, call Help Hotline. Be patient — the line is often busy.

2. What if I haven’t filed a tax return in a long while?
You can still get the EITC. If you were eligible, you can claim the EITC for three years
back. Call the IRS to find out how. If you owe back taxes, the EITC may lower your tax
bill. You may also be able to work out a payment agreement.

3. Whatif I am not a U.S. Citizen?
Many legal immigrants who are employed are eligible for the EITC, including green card
holders, refugees, and others that are legally authorized to work. Getting the credit will
not hurt your immigration status.

4. 1 work and get public assistance benefits. If | get the EITC, will I lose my other
benefits?
The EITC does not affect benefits like Food Stamps, SSI, Medicaid, or public housing.
In most cases, the EITC does not affect cash assistance (“welfare”) eligibility, but these
rules are set by each state.

Give your paycheck a needed boost. Claim your Earned Income Tax Credit this tax season.

Free Tax Preparation and Electronic Filing Sites

¢ All sites are staffed by volunteers who have been
trained and certified by the IRS.

¢ Volunteers will also provide counseling on eligibility for
the Earned Income Tax Credit. If you earned less than
$41,646, find out if you qualify at www.irs.gov/eitc or
call 1-800-TAX-1040.

¢ In most cases, appointments are required. Please call
in advance for an appointment time.

¢ What to bring:

v Valid driver’s license or photo identification (self & spouse, if applicable)

v Social Security cards for taxpayer and all dependents

v’ Birthdates for you, your spouse and dependents

v" A copy of last year’s tax return (tax year 2007)

v Proof of 2008 stimulus payment (amount received or IRS notice)

v' Record of 2008 real estate property taxes paid/receipt, regardless of IRS
itemization

v' Bank routing numbers and account numbers for direct deposit

v' Total paid for day care and day-care provider’s Tax ID Number

v Everything that pertains to 2008 taxes:

All applicable forms

W-2s

1099s

Social Security, unemployment or other benefit statements



Information for other income, interest and dividend statements
Information, receipts or documentation for all deductions/credits
v Iffiling joint returns electronically, both spouses must be present to sign
forms.

Mahoning-Youngstown Community Action Partnership (MYCAP)
101 Federal Plaza East, Suite 200, Youngstown, OH 44503

Appointments are required except for Super Saturday (Feb. 7 from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m.). Call 330-747-7921, ext. 1183 for appointments.

Tuesdays
Feb.10 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Feb. 17 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Feb. 24 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
March 3 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
March 10 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Thursdays
Feb. 12 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Feb. 19 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Feb. 26 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
March 5 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
March 12 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Saturdays
Super Saturday, Feb. 7 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Feb. 21 from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Feb. 28 from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
March 7 from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Youngstown State University
Williamson College of Business Administration — Fourth Floor
(At the corner of Lincoln and Phelps next to Campus Book and Supply)

Although walk-ins are welcome, appointments are preferred.
Call 330-941-2507 for appointments.

Monday
Feb. 23 from 9 a.m. to Noon

Wednesday
March 11 from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Thursday
Feb. 12 from 3:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.




Saturdays
Super Saturday, Feb. 7 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Feb. 14 & 21; March 7, 21 & 28; and April 4 from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Public Library of Youngstown & Mahoning County
Austintown Branch, 600 S. Raccoon Rd., Youngstown, OH 44515
Boardman Branch, 7680 Glenwood Ave., Youngstown, OH 44512

Canfield Branch, 43 W. Main St., Canfield, OH 44406
Struthers Branch, 95 Poland Ave., Struthers, OH 44471

Youngstown Senior Citizen Center
1110 Fifth Ave., Youngstown, Ohio 44505

Columbiana County Office on Aging
785 E. State St., Salem, OH 44460

Tax counseling and preparation is provided by AARP volunteers who have been
trained and certified by the IRS. Dates and times vary by location.
Appointments are required (contact information varies by location; see below).

Austintown Branch Library
Wednesdays Feb. 1 to April 15 from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Call 330-793-0579 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays for appointments.

Boardman Branch Library
Tuesdays Feb. 1 to April 15 from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Call 330-726-2492 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays for appointments.

Canfield Branch Library
Wednesdays Feb. 1 to April 15 from 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Call 330-533-8420 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays for appointments.

Struthers Branch Library
Tuesdays Feb. 1 to April 15 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Call 330-726-2492 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays for appointments.

Youngstown Senior Citizen Center
Mondays and Fridays Feb. 1 to April 15 from 9 a.m.to 1 p.m.
Call 330-744-5071 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays for appointments.

Columbiana County Office on Aging
Tuesdays and Thursdays Feb. 1 to April 15 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Call 330-332-1163 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays for appointments.




Brought to you by the Mahoning Valley Economic Opportunity Coalition Partners:
American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) - America Saves - Home Savings and
Loan - Internal Revenue Service - Mahoning County Legal Aid - Mahoning-Youngstown

Community Action Partnership (MYCAP) - Public Library of Youngstown & Mahoning
County - Volunteer Services Agency - Youngstown State University Williamson College
of Business Administration -

Youngstown/Mahoning Valley United Way and The AFL-CIO Community Service

Committee

Please note that we are active partners in the above effort so all union members can take
advantage especially if laid off.

Union Counselors Don Gaudio and Rabb Marinelli handle some of the coats during our
recent Coat Drive. Final figures will be available soon but it looks as though we exceeded
lasty e atotdl. S

Pictures are from the Lena, Mason, Christian Spaghetti dinner we held this past month. As



soon as Cindy Michaels has final figures we will get them out with more pictures.

Above picture is from Super Saturday kicking off our EITC program.

Tax site at YSU for individuals to get their taxes done at.

Committee Calendar:

February 25" is our Next Scheduled Meeting at the United Way office.



